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WELCOMEWELCOME

Onl ine & In-Person at  He l i conian Hal l  and
Women’s  Ar t  Assoc ia t ion of  Canada

A three -day ce lebra t ion of  Car ibbean voices  and the i r
in f luence on Canadian l i te ra ture and ar t .  Featur ing

readings,  per formances,  mas terc lasses ,  and mentorsh ip tha t
spot l igh t  wr i te rs  and ar t i s t s  f rom across  the Car ibbean

diaspora.

Vis i t  www.diasporadia logues.com to learn more
about  our  work or  make a donat ion.

DECEMBER 12-14, 2025DECEMBER 12-14, 2025

https://diasporadialogues.com/donate/


SATURDAY DECEMBER 13 
AT HELICONIAN HALL

SATURDAY DECEMBER 13 
AT HELICONIAN HALL

10:30AM | Masterc lass :  How to Wri te  a Shor t  S tory wi th  Rabindranath
Maharaj
This  workshop i s  des igned to he lp you cu l t i va te a dis t inc t ive wr i t ing voice.
I t  wi l l  focus on impact fu l  language composi t ion,  au then t ic  charac ter
deve lopment ,  and s t ra tegic  rev is ion techniques to  maximize reader
engagement .

12:30PM | Masterc lass :  How to Wri te  Poetry  wi th  Jayda Mar ley
Jo in poet  Jayda Mar ley for  a hands -on workshop explor ing the craf t  o f
poet ry  and the power of  language.  Through wr i t ing prompts  and
discuss ion,  you’ l l  learn how to turn emot ion and exper ience in to v iv id,
hones t  work.  Jayda wi l l  share t ips  on f inding your  voice,  bui ld ing rhy thm,
and wr i t ing wi th  in ten t ion.  Open to a l l  leve ls—come ready to create and
connec t  th rough words.

2:30PM | Wri t ing Home:  The L i terature  of  D iaspora & Connec t ion (Panel
Discuss ion )
Jo in  panel i s t s  Yo landa T.  Marshal l  and Rabindranath Maharaj  for  a
re f lec t ion on what  “home” means through s tory.  Th is  conversa t ion explores
ident i ty ,  be longing,  and the ways wr i t ing connec ts  us  across  d is tance and
genera t ions.  Moderated by Denise Da Cos ta.

3:45PM | Wri t ing His tory:  S tory te l l ing as  Res is tance and Remembrance
(Panel  D iscuss ion)
Jo in panel i s t s  Antonio Michael  Downing and Pamela Mordecai  as  they
explore how wr i ters  rev is i t  and re imagine the pas t—using s tory as  a too l  to
preserve memory,  chal lenge dominant  narra t ives ,  and br ing over looked
his tor ies  to  l igh t .  Moderated by Phi l l ip  Dwight  Morgan.

7:00PM | Between the L ines :  An Evening of  Readings & Per formance
Exper ience an evening of  readings and per formances tha t  ce lebra te the
depth and divers i ty  o f  Car ibbean and Canadian s tory te l l ing,  fea tur ing
L i l l ian Al len,  S tephanie Wong Ken,  Jayda Mar ley,  Al ten Wi lmot ,  F iona
Raye Clarke,  Aldene and David Del i sca.



SUNDAY DECEMBER 14 AT
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10:30AM | Wri t ing Non-F ic t ion 101 wi th  Dal ton Higgins
Through a guided discuss ion,  workshop par t ic ipants  wi l l  learn how to
turn rea l  l i fe  exper iences in to publ i shable/sa lable works  and how to
engage narra t ives  tha t  resonate wi th  today’s  readers .

12:30PM | How to Set  Up a Wri t ing Prac t i ce  wi th  Mat thew Dawkins
(Youth Mentorsh ip Workshop)
This  workshop wi l l  d ispe l  tha t  myth,  inv i t ing you to reconnec t  wi th
your  ar t i s t ic  vo ice,  redeem your  ar t ’ s  va lue,  and show up for  yourse l f .
In  today’s  a t ten t ion economy, we’re made to be l ieve there aren’ t
enough hours  in  the day for  our  craf t .  Or worse,  tha t  i t ’ s  no t  wor th
the e f for t .  Th is  workshop wi l l  d ispe l  tha t  myth,  inv i t ing you to
reconnec t  wi th  your  ar t i s t ic  vo ice,  redeem your  ar t ’ s  va lue,  and show
up for  yourse l f  on the page cons is ten t ly .

2:30PM | Wri t ing Specu la t ive  F ic t ion:  Imagin ing Futures  and Other
Wor lds  (Panel  D iscuss ion)
Panel i s t s  Suzan Palumbo and Lue Pa lmer explore how specu la t ive
f ic t ion a l lows wr i te rs  to  imagine fu tures  shaped by diverse
perspec t ives  and Car ibbean in f luences.  Through new wor lds  and
al ternate rea l i t ies ,  they discuss  how the genre re imagines iden t i ty ,
cu l tu re,  and poss ib i l i ty  beyond the presen t .  Moderated by Terese
Mason P ier re.

3:45PM | Wri t ing Queer  Ident i ty :  Car ibbean Perspec t ives  on Love and
L iberat ion (Panel  D iscuss ion)
In  th i s  conversa t ion,  Tanya Tur ton and L inzey Corr idon explore how
queer  wr i te rs  f rom the Car ibbean and diaspora use s tory to  express
love,  iden t i ty ,  and f reedom. Through the i r  work,  they chal lenge
convent ion,  a f f i rm au thent ic i ty ,  and ce lebra te the mul t ip l ic i ty  o f  queer
exper ience across  cu l tu res  and genera t ions.  Moderated by Mat thew
Dawkins .


